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Es XXili. 15. 
. When I conſider, I am afraid of bim. 


Heſe Words were ſpoken by fob; not 
in his flouriſhing and proſperous 
ſtare, when that extraordinary cha- 
radter was given of him, That there 

was none like him in the Earth, a perfe#t and an upright 

man, one that feared God, and efchewed evil ; bur, at- 
ter the Devil was permitted ro try that malici- 
ous experiment upon him, viz, whether the 
changing his outward condition, would not al- 
ter the inward diſpoſition of his mind, as to God 
and Religion. For he luggeſted, chat nothing 
but intereſt made him lo religious, that all his 

'Piety and Devotion was owing to the wonder- 

ful bleſſings of God upon him ; and if theſe 

were once removed, he would fly out into fo 


"much | impatience as fo curſe God to his face ; i. e. 
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to ſpeak evil of his Providence , and renounce 
his ſervice, And this temptation prevailed fo 
far on Job's Wife, that ſhe became an-Inſtrumenc 
te carry onthe Devils , when the/faid ro 
him, Doſ# thou ſtill retain thy integrity. ? Curſe God 
and dye : As though ſhe had ſaid, © You fee, 
« what all your Religion-is new come to, and 
*© what a condition the Providence of God, on 
« which you ruſted ſo much, hach broughe 
«you to; let them ſerve God, that have eaſe 
« and plenty, you have nothing lefc to do 
« now, bur in ſpite of Providence , to put an 
« end to ſuch. a miſerable life. Bur as it was 
obſerved oh the old Heathen Oracles, that they 
had often a true meaning in them, but it was 
commonly milapplied (the Devils own know- 
ledge of kuture events being but probable and 
conjectural) {o-here,it was a ſtnrewd gueſs that ſo 
ſudden a change would have ſuch an effe& upon 
ſome perſon concerned in it : But he was very 
much miſtaken. as ro Job; who behaved himſelf 
with admirable patience and ſubmiſſion: to the 
Will of God, under all his ſevere aflitions; in- 
ſomuch,that he did not ſuffer an indecent expref- 
fion to- come from him, with reſpe& to God 


and his Providence : br all this Job fanned not, nar 
Job 1. 22. charged God fooliſhly. 


2. 10. 


Which. was no doubt a great. diſappointmenc 
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tw the Devil, who made accounthe ſhould by jobs 
wnpatience have given aterrible blow to Religi- 
on,by making the World believe, that it was no» 
thing but a grave pretence of ſome mens ſeem- 
ing; to. be better chan their Neighbours. For if 
2 man of ſo much Piery, as Job was eſteemed, 
ſhould no ſooner be pinched himſelf with affli- 
ion, but he would be quarrelling at Gods ma- 
nagement of things, the Devil would have in- 
ferred, that he did plainly diſcover, how little 
influence, Religion had upon the minds of 
thole, who made the greatelt ſhew of ir. 

This had beena very dangerous ſnare-in-that 
Age, to the relt of mankind,. among whom the 
example of ſo great a. Perſon, as Job was in the 
parts of Arabia where he lived (as appears by the 
Sabeans and ( haldeans his unkind Neigbours) did J9Þ '- '5 
give a mighty reputation to the pratice of Re- wh 
ligion, elpecially among ſuch a wild and ungo- 
verned People as the Arabs. were. Ane in 
truth, the World is never ſokind to-Religion, 
to give a fair interpretation- of: the- failings of 
thoſe who pretend to it ; but how unreaſonable 
ſoever it. be, they will make Religion bear the 
blame of all-cheir miſcarriages who-wearits li- 
very. And:Job himſelf cells us, there were ſuch 2:. 14, 15. 
profane Perſons then in the World; who deſpt- | 
fed and contemned all Religion, as a vain im» 


» pertinent, 
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pertinent, inſignificant thing, T berefore they ſay 
unto: God, Depart from 1s ; for we deſire not the knois- 
ledge of thy ways. What 1s the Abnighty that we ſhould 
ſerve him * And: what profit ſhall we bave if- we pray 
unto him ? 1, e. they underſtood or valued nothing 
bur what made for their preſent intereſt ;- and 
they were content to ler God alone with the dif- 
poſal of another World, ſo they might ſecure 
this to themſelves. Bur it was not only then a 
ſeaſonable vindication of Religion, that Job be- 
haved himſelf with ſo much patience-under his 
great calamities ; bur it continues ſo to be as 
long as the memory of his ſufferings remains, 
which hath laſted for ſo many Ages, that ſome 
think the Book of Job the oldeit Book in the 
World ; (not in the ſuppoſed tranſlation intd 
Hebrew, but in the Original Arabic or Syriac) 
and is now like to be i as long as the 
Chriſtian Church endures ; againſt which the 
Gates of Hell will never be able to prevail. 

But norwichftanding the general evenneſs of 
Job's temper, and his quier tubmiſſion ro Divine 
Providence, there were two things which touch» 
ed him more ſenſibly than all the other circum- 
ſtances of his afflitions; and thoſe were, 

(1.) Thar God ſhould ſeem ſo'much dif- 
pleaſed with him, asto ſingle him out as a mark 


to ſhoot at, when he was not conſcious to him- 
lelf 
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ſelf of any ſuch impiery to deſerve it, accord- 
ing to the common method of his Provi- 
dence. 

(2.) That his Friends (hould call in queſtion 
his ſincerity in Religion, and ſuſpeCt him ilty 
of Hypocriſie and ſecret Impiety ; becauſech 
exiichuded that ſuch fi en miries could bard 
ly fall upon any man was not gil 
Cod ſuch Hos. crime towards/God. 108 

Thele were a trial of Jobs patience indeed;that 
thoſe from whom he expected the greateſt com- 
fort, ſhbuld prove his foreſt Enemies; for if God 
were atigry, "aki could ftand before Kim * and 
if he were falſe in his Religion, how could he 
expect he ſhould be his Friend ? Bur in-anfwer 
to both cheſe, he owns his feat of Gods 'dif- 
pleaſure, and denies the charge as to his ſecret 
Hypocriſte, and both in theſe few words of the 
Text, When I conſider, ITED of ham. 

Theſe words may be underſtood, 

L. With veliedd to his- apprehenſi ion of Gods 
dipleaſr ainft him, Therefore am Itroubled at 
bus preſence; 1aich tie immediately before ; not as- 
rules. Job were like thoſe, Elphax ſpeaks of in 


the ſoregoiag Cha r, which ſax unto God, Depart 22. 17. 


from us or thar he endeavoured', as profane 
Perſons do, to keep God out of his thoughts as 
much-as: he-conld:: : for what could. Job have 
ov grt | done. 
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done under all his Troubles bur for Gods pre» 
ſence to ſupport him ? And therefore he declares 
his firm relolution never to let go his confidence 
in God whateyer became of him; 1hough be /lay 
me, yet will T truſt in him. He alſo ſhall be my ſal- 
vation ;, for an hypocrite ſhall not come, before him. 
But the Preſence which troubled him, was the 
great appearance of God; diſpleaſure; of which 
again he ſpeaks. v. 24: For God maketh my heart 
ſoft, and the Almighty treubleth me. As chough he 
had ſaid, © All other conſiderations make ao 
« deep.unpreſiion. upon my mind; but I am no 
« ;nore able ;to bear up under che {ſenſe of Gods 
« anger, than/the Wax is to forbear melting be- 
« fore the Fire. And from this ſenſe of his own 
utrer inability xo ſtand before the Power of the 
Almighty, he elſewhere argues thus with him ; 
Wilt that break. a leaf driven to and fro? And wilt 
thou purſue the dry ftubble 2 Man being as unable 
to reſiſt the Divine Power, as a leaf is to ſtand 
before a tempeſtuous Wind, or the dry Stubble 
to ſtop the rage of a conſuming Fire. | 

| Bur here are two things to be reſolved to 
make this matter clear before I proceed ; 


(1.) What ig, was made Job- lo afraid of God 
when he conſidered, ſeeing he inſiſts ſa much upen 
his own lategrity 2 F009 

(2.) Whar, apprehenſions then ought we. 
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haye of God in our minds, when ſuch a one as 
Job ſaid, When I conſeder, T am afraid of him. 

(1.) Whar it was made Job fo apprehenſive 
of Gods anger that be was afraid of bm, when 
he pleads lo much for his own Integrity to- 
wards God and Man ? Doth not this ſeem to 
leſſen the comfort and fatisfaftion of a good 
Conſcience, when ſuch a one as Job was afraid 
of God ? For, from whence comes all the peace 
of a good Conſcience, but from him? and what 
content can there be from him,the very thoughts 
of whom make us afraid ? To that | anſwer, 

(1.) Mankind ought always to preſerve an 
humble and awful apprehenſion of God in their 
mind. And that from the ſenſe of the infinite di- 
ſtance berween God and us; as he is our Maker, 
and we are his Creatures ; as he is our Benefa- 
&or, and we his Dependents; as he is our 
ſupreme Lord, and we his Subjects ; as he in- 
finitely exceeds us in all the PerfeQions of his 
Narure. For, what are our ſhallow and dark 
and confuſed conceprions of things, to his Di- 
vine Wiſdom ? by which he comprehends all 
the difterences of times at one view ; and all 
the Reaſons and Connexions and Poſſivilities of 
things are open and naked before him. Whar is all 
the power of Mankind, if it were gathered into 
one, in compariſon with that Divine Power, 

"a4 B which 
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which gave a Being to the World, when it was 
not ; and rules, and governs , and orders all 
things in it, with greater eaſe than we can move 


Job 37. 13, a finger ? It is by that, God hath ſpread out the 


26, 12, 7. 


13, 
37+ 


'® Skies, and ballanced the Clouds, and garniſhed the Hea- 
vens, and divided the Sea, and hanged the Earth upon 
nothing ; as it is payoty ſer forth in this Book 
of Job. And therefore as Job faith to his Friends, 
1 1. Shall not his excellency make you afraid ? and his dread 
22. fall upon you ? For as Elibu ſpeaks, With God us ter- 
rible Majeſty : and therefore when we conſider, we 
have reaſon to be afraid of him. 

(2.) The belt of Mankind haye guilt enough 
upon them to make them apprehend Gods dil- 
pleaſure under great affliftions. Jobs Friends in- 
ſit much upon this, that God may ſee juſt cauſe 
to lay great puniſhments upon Men, although 
they may not ſee it in themſelves. For, if be 


. 18. charges bis Angels with folly, as Eliphaz ſpeaks, and 
' '5* the Heavens are not clean in his fight ; How much more 


filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity 


like water ? i. e. whole natural propenſny to evil, 
is like that of the thirſty Traveller to drink of 
the Brook that he meets in his way. Bur ſup- 
poſe ſome to have much greater care to reſtrain 
14. their deſires than others ; yer laith he,What i man, 
that he ſhould be clean? and he which is born of a woman, 
that he ſhould be righteous ? i. e. to ſuch a degree as 
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not to deſerve afflitions from God. And after 
all the proteſtations Job makes of his Integrity, 
he confeſſes, that there is ſo much natural and 
contracted impurity in Mankind, that God may 
juſtly caſt them into the Furnace to purge and 


refine them. Who can brig a clean thing out of an Job 14 4, 


wnclean * not one. And, I have ſmned, what ſhall I 
do'unto thee, O thou preſerver of men * For, thou wri- 
teſt bitter things againſt me, and makeſt me poſſeſs the 
miquities of my youth. He could not deny but he 
had ſinned enough to deſerve Gods diſpleaſure : 
but according to the uſual method of Providence, 
he could not bur think his Cale very hard,to ſuffer 
ſo much for fins committed before he well knew 
the nature or danger of his fins; for fins fo 
long fince repented of, and forſaken (which is 
the only ſatisfactory lign of true repentance) and 
when ſo many wicked men inthe heighth of their 
impiety, and contempt of God and Religion. go 
away here unpuniſhed ; whereas he had made ir 
his buſineſs and delight co ſerve him, as he ſpeaks 
in this Chapter, My foot hath held bis Steps, his way 
have 1 kept and not declined ; neither have I gone back 
from the commandment of his lips : T have eftrened the 
Words of bis mouth, more than my neceſſary food. Bur at- 
ter all this,to find Gods hand ſo heavy upon hm, 
made him ſometimes complain m the a9iſh and 
bitterneſs of his Soul ; Why haſt thou ſet me as a mark 
B 2 


againſt 


YJ. 20. ( 
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agamſt thee,ſo that 1 am a burden _ And elle- 
where, was at eaſe, be hath broken me aſunder; be bath 
alſo taken me by my neck, and ſhaken me to pieces, and 
ſet me up for his mark. Nothing funk his ſpirit, cill 
he thought God was difplealed with him ; and 
then his heart and courage failed him ; and he 
beg'd compaſiion from his hard-hearted Friends, 
Have pity upon me, have pity upon me,0 ye my friends : 
for the hand of God hath touched me. Which makes 
good the obſervation of the Wiſe Man, That the 
ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain bis infirmities ; 1. e. a Mans 
natural courage will carry him chrough a great 
many troubles, but a wounded ſpirit who can bear ? 
i. e. when a Mans heart fails him, he becomes 
a burden to himſelf ; every thing adds to his 
trouble, and nothing can give him eaſe bur 
what can revive his Spirit. Now, no conlide- 
ration in the World doth fo break in pieces and 
confound and ſhatter the Spirit of a Man, like 
the apprehenſion of Gods wrath and diſpleaſure 
againſt him for his ſins; which made Job cry our, 
like one wounded in the moſt tender and incu- 
rable parts, The arrows of the Almighty are within 
me, the poiſon whereof drmnketh up my ſpirit ; the terrors 
of God do ſet themſelves in array againſt me. 

Bur after all chis, 

(3.) God may not be fo diſpleaſed with ſuch 
Perſons as lic under great afflictions, as they ap- 

| prehend 
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prehend him to be. And this was the truth of 
Job's Caſe ; his ſufferings were extraordinary , 
and ſuch an unuſal concurrence of ſo many fad 
accidents, made him think he had great caule to 
apprehend an immediate hand of God- to be 
ftrerchc out againlt him. Bur che main deſign 
of this Book, is to ſhew that all theſe afftlictions 
were intended only as trials of his Patience, and 
that God never loved him better than at this 
time, when he thought him ſo much diſpleaſed 
wich him; as he ſhewed inthe Concluſion. This 
is a very hard thing for perſons under great af- 
flictions ro believe, and ir is not necellary they 
ſhould ; nay , ſometimes the apprehenlion of 
Gods diſpleaſure againſt chem for their-. ſins, is 
one of the moſt uſeful parts of afflictions : for 
without this, they are apt either to inflame 
Mens minds with diſcontent and unruly paſſi- 
ons ; or to ſtupeke them with the dull and hea- 
vy Opiates of Chance or Neceſſity : bur when af- 
fictions are looked on as coming from Gods 
hand, this ruuſes and awakens our minds, and 
makes us think. it neceſſary to look about us, to 


ſearch and examine our. ways, to find - out the 


particular ſtns we have given. way to, "which 
may have pw provoked God to ſhew his dil- 
plea{ure againſt us. As.we have realon above 


all things, to be afraid of his anger; lo iris our 
| Wiſdom 


0s 0h. Ah AY Be nn 7 eo oe 


Il'2 


of Sermon Preached 


Wiſdorn to apprehend the leaſt change of his 
Countenance towards us,and to make our Peace 
with him, and then we have no caule to fear 
any thing that may happen to us : For the Wite 
God will then turn all our Croſles into ſuch pro- 
per Remedies for the Diſeaſes of our Minds, 
that the ſharpeſt afflictions will tend more to the 
purging away our fins , and thereby to a 
more found and healthful ſtate of our Souls, than 
all che ſleeping Potions of the intoxicating plea- 
ſures and yanities of this World would ever have 
done. For, Luxury and Epicuriſm, with all the 
arts of heightning the Plealures of Life , are 
things not mote delightful to ſenſe than dange- 
rous to Mens Souls. They are like too frequent 
uſe of Spirits in a time of health, which weak- 
en the force of Nature by raiſing it too high. 
So that were it in the choice of a wile Man to 
have and enjoy as much of this World as he 
pleaſed, he would fee a neceſſity to reſtraia his 
appetite, and to deny himſelf ſome of the law- 
ful Pleaſures of Life ; were ic only to keep up 
the relifh by variety ; and by enjoying them lels, 
to hope to enjoy them! longer. We have cer- 
tainly then no reaſon co complain, if God think 
fit ro debar us at all times, any uſe of unlaw- 
ful Pleaſires , and an inordinate uſe of any ; 


ſince he leaves ſcope enough for the true con- 
centment | 
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rentment of Life ; and if at ſome times he judg- 
es it neceſſary to give us Phyſick as well as Food, 
ſhall wenot fubmit ro his Will ? For as Job ſaith, 


Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and ſhall we Job 2. 10 


not receive evil? as if he had faid, © Shall we 
* think much that our Father ſhould be our Phyſi- 
« can ; that he who hath been hicherto lo kind 
© to us to pleaſe us, ſhould now be {o kind to 
« undertake our Cure ? Shall we complain chat 
* our Phyſician doth not humour our palates, 
« when he defigns our health ? God knows 
&« what is better for us, than-we do for our (elves; 
« and that which ſeems moſt eyil at preſent, 
©* may turn to the greateſt good, I confels af- 
terwards, Job being either ſowred by the ma- 
ligmity of his Diſtemper, or heated by che im- 
pertinency or bitterneſs of his Friends Diſcgur- 
ſes (for if they had norelation to his Caſe, they 
were impertinent ; if they had, they were ſevere 
and uncharitable) doth break out ſometimes into 
ſome expreſſions of impatience ; bur theſe aroſe 
from the Clouds upon his mind, which made 
him then apprehend all thele aflidions to come 
from Gods wrath and indignation againſt him ; 
the thoughts of which he was not able to bear ; 
but therein he was wholly ruſtaken, and then 
only hit upon the truth of his Caſe when he 
ſaid., When he bath tried me, 1 ſhall come forth as 

ths vold, 
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gold, i. e. more pure and refined, more bright 
and glorious. X : 

(4.) In the hardeſt condicion good Men can 
be caſt into, they have more comfortable hopes 
towards God than other Men can have. 
was extremely afflicted to think the beſt Friend 
he had in the World, and whom he deſired to 
pleaſe above all things, ſhould become his E- 
nemy, and ſet himſelf againſt him ; bur he did 
not always think ſo, although his Friends repre- 
ſented his condition ro him in the blackeſt and 
moſt frightful manner, which ſtartled him and 
made him reſent his ſufferings with grear bicrer- 
neſs, and expreſs it wich a kind of horror ; yer 
he ſoon recovered himſelf out of choſe Ago- 
nies, and kept uv his truſt and confidence in 
God. And there were two things which ſup- 
ported him under all his diſmal apprehen- 
ſions. 

(1.) The refleftions of a good. Conſcience 
in the diſcharge of his duty co God and Man ; 
and therefore he tells his Friends, after all their 
ſharp refle&ions.upon him, Tull I dye, 1 will not re- 
move my integrity from me ; my righteouſneſs Thold faſt, 
and will not let it go ; my heart fol not reproach me fo 
long as I live. It was this which raiſed his Spi- 
rits, and made him ſtand his ground againſt the 
oppoſition of his Friends, and the ſcorn of his 

Enemies : 
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Enemies : It was this, which made him deſpiſe 
che meanneſs of thoſe who courted,admired,and 
fAatrer'd him in his former Greatneſs ; but now 
deſpiſed and derided him, making him the ſub- 
ject of their raillery and entertainments : Ad job 30. g. 
now I am their ſong, yea I am their by-word ; even 
theirs who bur a little before, as he at large de- 
{cribes it, kept their diſtance from him, made 
way for him as hepaſled the ſtreets, admired all, _ 
he ſpoke as Oracles, and all he did as the perfe- 10. 
tion of Wiſdom and Vertue. Bur ſo wile a 
Man could not be ſurpriſed to ſee flattery turned 
into ſcorn and deriſion ; (for no Man thinks to 
gain by his flatrery, who hath not a ſecret con- 
rempt of the ” he flatrers) and ſo good a 
Man could not bur forgive the unjuſt reproach- 
es that were caſt upon him, as long as he had 
the inward fatisfa&tion of his own Integrity. 
And therefore he gives ſo ample an account of 
his whole Life and A&tions, both in his publick 1. 40. and 
and private capacities; not to boaſt of his Ver- 31- 
tues, but to be a juſt vindication of his Inno- 
cence under all their aſperſions ; and to let them 
ſee, that the comfort of a good Conſcience doth 
not fail, when Friends do; and as the Wile 
Man ſpeaks : When the backſliders im heart ſhall be Prov. 14.14. 
filled with their F” ways ; 4 good man ſhall be ſatis» 
fied from himſelf. a 
ef ad C (2 ) The 
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-"(2.) The expe@ation of a future recoms 
pence ; either in this World, 4s he ſeemed to 
hope, 'of at leaſt it another. Some think, chac 


Job 19. 25. Job ſpake as to this Life, when he ſaid, For 1 know 


$ 


26, 


that my Redeemer liveth, and that be ſhall ſtand at the 
latter day upon the Earth ; And thaugh after my kin, 
worms deftroy this body, yet m my fleſh T ſhall ſee Ggd: 
and fo the meaning of theſe Words is, though at 
preſent his Caſe feem'd deſperate,and his Life paſt 
hope, the worms eating through bis skin ; yet he had 
a ſecret hope,that God would at laſt redeem him 
out of his croubles, and chat very loachſome Car- 
kafs of his would hold out fo long as to ſee thar 
Day. Bur the Chriſtian Church hath gene- 
rally underſtood them to reter to the Day of Re- 


ſrrrettion, when he was certain that God would 


reward his innocency and ſincerity : And of a 
fucnre ſtate, it is plain he had an undoubred ex- 


27.8, pefation, when he ſaith, What is the hope of the 


hypocrite, although be hath gamed, when God taketh 
away his Soul ? which ſhews the great folly of 

rifle, which can never ſtand a man in 
ſtead beyond this World, where he muſt leave 
all his Riches, and Honours, and Hopes, and 
Happineſs behind him ; and che juſt expeQaci- 
on good Men had, that God would reward 
them aker this life, though they were ſufferers 


in this. And therefore, although Job had fuch | 
lf dread- | 
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dreadfut apprehenlions of God at preſent; yer 
he had very comfortable hopes as to his future 
condition, when he calls God his Redeemer, 
even the ſame of whom he here ſaith, When 1 
conſider, T am afraid of him. - 

* (2.) Bur if ſo good, ſo vertnous, fo fincere a 
Man as Job, had ſuch terrible apprehenſions of 
God, what can we wretched {inners think of 
him ? if whon be conſidered, be was afraid of him ; 
have not we reaſon when we , to link into 
deſpair? Can we appeal to God as to the ſmce- 
rity of our hearts in his fear and fervice, as Job 
did ? Can we ſay with Job, that we have not gone 
back from the commandment of bus tips, but have e- 
fteemed the words of his mouth more than our ne- 
ceſſary foed ? Have we not rather caſt his moſt 
juſt and reaſonable commandments behind our 
backs, and eſteemed our vanities, own ſuperflu- 
ities, our debaucheries, our tollies, above the 
words of his moth Bur if we have not deſpiſed 
his Laws, yet we cannot fay, as Job did, that ow 
ſoot have beld bis fleps, bis way have we kept and not 
declined; for our Confciences cannot but con» 
demn-us for the breach of ns Laws; and our 
fins, ovr great and manifold fins bear witneſs a- 
gainſt us, - What apprehenſrons of God then 


ray we enterrairi m our rainds, when even job, 


was dfraid of bim ? I anſwer, _ 


C 2 | (1.) None 
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Exod. 34- 
6, 7. 


(1) None ought co look upon God as1{o ter- 
rible; asto make them deſpair. | nA 

(2.) Men ought to have different appreheaſi- 
ons of God, according to the nature and conti- 
nuance of their (ins. 

(1.) None ought to look upon God as fo ter- 
rible, as ro make chem deſpair. For when: our 
apprehenſions of God are ſuch as drive us from 
him, they overthrow the great end of Religion, 
which is co bring God and Man nearer toge- 
ther. None ought to exclude themſelves from 
mercy, whom God hath not excluded from it ; 
and God excludes none whom he invices to re- 
pent, with a promiſe of forgivenels, if they do 
it ; and the goodneſs and long-ſuffering,and for- 
bearance of {inners, is on purpole delign'd tolead 
them to Repenrance. So that after all chis, tq de- 
ſpair, is not only to reject the mercy which God 


offers, but to queſtion his truth and ſincerity, to 


flight his Patience, to diſparage his Goodneſs, 


and to look upon him as a moſt r eful and 
implacable Being; which is,to entertain moſt di- 
honourable and unworthy thoughts of the beſt, 
the wileſt, the moſt merciful and compaſſionate 
Being in the World ; whohath proclaimed him- 
(elf to be a God merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
and abundant in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy_ for 
thoyſans, forgiving iniquity, trangreflen. nd ſin, 


1. &. to 
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4 &'to all that .qruly repent of them. So that 
when we conſider, we have no rea{on, to.be /a afraid 
- of+ bm. as to deſpair. 

1+. (2:) Men ought to. bave different apprehen- 
ſions of God, according to the nature and conti- 
' nuance of their fins, For as on the one (ide, the Pſal. 103. 


'Scripcure aſſures us, that God knoweth our frame, 14. | 


' and remembreth that we are duſt ; and therefore will 
make all juſt and reaſonable allowances for the 
unavoidable infirmities of Humane Nature, and 
all circumſtances chat abate the wilfulneſs of. our 
evil ations : (o on the other (ide, at the fame 
time when he declared his infinite goodneſs, he 
adds, and that will by no means clear the guilty ;, not 
of any kind of fin.; for then none could eſcape, 
fincc all have ſinned, and therefore are become 
guilty before him : but the guilty are ſuch, as add 
impenitency and obſtinacy to their ſins ; ſuch as 
wilfully and preſumptuouſly , not only break, 
but contemn his Laws;. not barely neglecttheir 
duty, but deſpiſe it ; fuch as are not meerly cold 
and indiflerent about Religion, but are zealouſ- 
ly concerned againſt it, and endeavour to ex- 

' pole jt to ſcorn-and contempr. For a very ju- H. Gre: ia: 

dicious Interpreter faith, This ſeverity. of. God '**© 

here ſpoken of, i viſiting the iniquity of the Fathers 
wpon the Children, &c.. is not to be underſtood of 

.; al crimes, ; bur of. ſuch as immediately concern 
= the 
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poltaſie , -Idolatry , and conſequently Atheilm 
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and Irreligion ; which is a Plot againſt Heaven, 
an attempt to dethrone the Divine Majeſty, or 
ro make his Government infignificanc in che 
World. | faoks are juſtly aggravated - among, 
Men, not 6 much from other circumſtances, 
as from the dignity of the Perſon againſt whom 
they-are - commited, and from the cendency of 
them : Will not che parity of reaſon ſo far hold, 
as to agpravace thoſe fins which are immediate 
offences again(t the Divae Majeſty, and which tend 
to overthrow his Government of the World? 
Il. And.ſo 1 come to the (ſecond fenke of chele 
Words, as they may be taken for Jobs vindicati- 
on of himſel f from the anjuſt charge of his 
Friends, as though he were a ſecret Hhpocrue, or 
a conternner of God and Religion, 4mder a fair 
ourrward ſhew of Piery and Devotion. For ,Elipheg, 
in plain terms, mthe foregoing Chapter, tells 
him, he was onc'of thoſe who rs 
at coo great a diſtance to rake notice of things 
Job 22. 13, Vpoh Earth. Al thor ſayeſt, how doth God know? 
14! can he judge through the dark Cloud? Thick Clouds ane 
a coveriny to him, that he ſeeth nat, and be walketh in 
the circunt of Heaven. Which is in ſhort, to charge 
him with denying the Providence of God; ated 
reckons him with thoſe that aid into God, De- 
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part from us ; &id what can the Almighty do for them ? Job 22. 15+ * 
i.e, with ſuch-as-would have nothing to do wich 
God or Religion, lookihg on ic as a foppiſh ule- 
leſs thing : but however; he gives him good 
counſel to repent of his folly, and'to apply him- 
ſelf yetro God ; Acquaint now thy ſelf with him, and A 
be at peace, thereby good ſhall come to thee, Receive 22, 
I pray thee the law from his mouth, and lay twp his words 
in thint beart : 1, e. be periwaded to be Religious 
in good earneſt, and to ler the fear of God make 
a deep impreſſion upon your Soul, and you will 
find great benefit 2nd advantage by ir. If thou a 
return to the Almighty, thow ſhalt be | built up, &c. | 
Job finding his Friends fo ofen letting fall exprel- 
ſions to this purpole, and knowing no imagina- 
ble reaſon for ic, - bur a groundleks ſuſpicion they 
had entertained, becauſe of his nnafual fufler- 
ings, makes here im this Chapter a folemn pro- 
= «Ava of the mighty value and eſteem he had 
for the Laws, of God, that he conitanthy obſerved 2;. 11, 12. 
them, and eſteemed them more than his neceſſary faod, 

And co ter' thei know that this was no ſudden 
hear, he tells Eliphaz, , that the fear of God in 
him, came from the moſt weighty and ferious 
conſideration ; When I confider, I am afraid of hin : 
asif he had (aid,: © I have ſpent many thoughts 
« about God and Religion, whether there be 
* 2ny jult realon for Mankind to apprehend and 

3 44x « (tand 
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<« ftand inawe of an infiniteBeing above thetn\ | 
«< and do-afſure (you, ” the'tmiore' I'have AXE 
« my thoughts upoi this" rriarcer ,” and Hid' all 
« things before me, the"deeper impreſſion the 
« fear of 'God hath made upon me :' or as ſome 
<« render it, perpendo &- paveo, I confider, and Tear 
cc him. 

Wherein are two things implied. 

I. Thar Mens diſeſteem of Religion doth a- 
riſe from want of Conſideration. 

Il. That the more men con/ider, the more ſer- 
led and fixed will their minds be in the eſteem 
and pratice of Religion. 

I. That Mens diſeftcem of Religion doth a- 
riſe fromthe want of Conſideration. 

Which will beſt appear, by examining the 
moſt common and prevailing reaſons of Mens 
diſeſteem of it ; which are chiefly theſe two z 

(1:) Their looking on Religion as a matter of 
meer intereft and deſign, without any other foun- 
dation. 

(2.) The unaccountable folly and' ſuperſtiti- 
ous fears of Mankind ; which makes them think 
more to be in it than really is. f LENT 

(1.) Looking on the whole buſineſs of Reli- 
on as 4 matter of intereſt and deſign ; firſt ſtarred by 
ſome great Politicians ro tare and*govern Man- 
kind, and'ever ſince kept up*by*company'sf 


Prieſts 


—_— 


_ befare 2be KING. 


_ 


D —_—— 


— 


Prieſts who lived upon the Cheat, and chere- 
fore were bound tomaintain, and to. keep it up ; 
which ocherwiſe would fink to nothing. 

T his is the worſt can be (aid againſt Religion; 
and it is bad enough of all reaſon,if it weretrue :; 
and we ſhould deſerve all the ſcorn and con» 
rempt, which ſuch Men treat us with, it we 
we bur acceſlary to ſo-great a fraud and im- 

ure. 

Bur is there ſuch a thing as Reaſon among 
Mankind ? Can we judge of what is true and 
falſe ; probable or improbable ; certain or un- 
certain ? Or muſt ſome things be run down, 
withour examining ? and others taken up, 
without any other colour of reaſon, than be- 
caule they fon to ſuch a purpoſe ? 

For Gods fake, and for our own fake then, 
ler us conſider theſe things a little berter, before we 
pronounce againſt them ; or entertain any doubt 
or ſuſpicion ofchem in our minds. And there is this 
great reaſon for it, that the wileſt, che beſt, the 
moſt conſidering , the moſt difintereſſled Men 
have rakenthe part of Religion, and been zea- 
lous Defenders of it ; whereas on the other ſide, 
the younger, the looſer , the more debauched 
part of Mankind, have been moſt enclined to 
Atheiſm and Irreligion. 

But if we. have. not Reaſon of our fide, we 

| D are 
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theſe deſigning Men firſt cheated. into: che belief 


ate content to give up the Cauſe, andto be 
thought Deceivers (which gots "eg hardly down 
with an-ingenuous mind) : and if on the other 
fide, there be nothing found bur falſe and 
groundleſs ſuppoſirions , or unreaſonable fuſpi- 
cions ; 1 hope, Religion may be fairly acquicted 
from being thought a meer contrivance of Pok- 
ticians, and wary whe being the Silver-ſmiths to 
this Diana. 

(1.) Thoſe who make Religion to- be ſuch a 
contrivance , muſt ſuppoſe that all Mankind 
were once without any ſuch ching as Religion. 
For, if ſome crafry Politicians did firſt ſtart the 
notion of. an Inviſible Being among the rude and 
unthinking Mulncude, the better ro awe them 
into Obedience to Government ; then Mankind 
muſt have lived before thoſe Politicians appear'd, 
with as little ſenſe of God and Religion, and 
with as much ſecurity andeaſe, as to the thoughts 
bf another World, as the very Beaſts that pe- 
riſh. If this were true, theſe Politicians were 
ſo far from conſulting the intereſt of Mankind, 
that they were the greatcft Enemies to it ; by 
filling their minds with ſuch nanconquerable 
fears, as rob them of that undiſturbed Tranquil- 
lny which they enjoyed before: Bur when and 
where did this race of Mankind live, whom 


of 
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of 2. Deity, and the practice of, Religian ? The 
eldeft Writings inthe World, withouc all diſpue, 

are thoſe of the Holy Scriprures ; - and. 
theſe.che Book of Job hath been thought the m 
antient;for in all chis Book we have not one word 
ofthe Law of Moſes, or of Circumciſion ; which 
makes it very probable to have been written be- 
fore the Children of 1/raels coming out of Agypt 


(and ſome Arabic Writers think that Job lived Q Ore Abut- 
fore Abraham; and others, at leaſt in the time of /” 


and wile, and underſtanding Men of the World, 
ſuch as Job and his three Friends were, (who as 
far as appears by the ſtory, were all of chem in- 
dependent Princes; ſuch as were common then, 
and a long time after,in thoſe parts about Arabia) 
had a mighty ſenſe of God and Providence, and 
the Duties of Religion upon their minds. And 
they not only give an ample Teſtimony as to 
their own times, bur they appeal to all the Tra- 


ditions of former times ; Enquire I pray thee, of the Job 8.8. 


former Age,(aith one of Job's Friends, and prepare thy 
ſelf to the Then of their Fathers. For we are but of 
yeſterday, and know nothing. But what is it he ap- 
yu Antiquity for, and the obſeryations of all 


r Ages? It.was farchis, viz, the bad con- 
D 2 dicion 


4s. biſt. 
Jacob) however it be, this Book of Job gives an - F 


accoune of the ſenſe of Mankind —_ Religi- 777: 17 
on very early ; and by it we find that the grear, = wy 


; 
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_ "dition of all that were not fincere in Religion : 
Job 8. 13. So are the' paths of all thit' forget God, and: thi hypo- 
| crites hope ſhalf periſh. And another bf his Friends 
ſpeaking of the remarkable judgments of 'God 

22. 15, upon the World, faith ro Job, Haſt thou marked 
16. the old way which wicked men have trodden ; \wbich 
were cut down out of time, whoſe ſoundatzon was over- 

thrown with a flood ? i.e. the Men of the old 
World. And what was their great and pro- 
voking fin ? A contempt of God and Religion, 

17. Which fatd unto God, Depart from us ; and what can 

the Almighty do for them * This is the oldeſt, and 

crueſt, and ſevereſt inſtance of ſnch a profane 

and irreligious temper, and the great miſchief 

« brought upon the World ; which ſhews, that 

this is not the original diſpoſition of Mankind, 

but the monſtrous degeneracy of ir. Bur if they 

are unſatisfied with the Teſtimony of Job's 
Friends, let them produce any to be mention- 

''ed the ſame Day with it, which can prerend ro 

give a truer account of the' Religion of rhe firſt 

Ages of the World : | do not mention Moſes 
(although his Authoriry be nnqueſtionable) leſt 

he ſhovld be thought one of theſe Politicians, who 
inſpired the People of Iſrael with the Principles 

of Religion ; bur Ithe rather chuſe this inſtance 

of the tree Princes of thoſe parts of the Eaſt, 

who were under ſubjeRion tono:ccommon Au- 

thoricy, 
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* thorieys yet were lo carly poſleſled Typ 
+,,wich fuch firm. Privcipin of. Religion, and aſ-, ,., 
j..- ſure us thar all Mea. had the ſame ; and. 
that they were [HE by.none, bur ſuch looſe 
; and profane wretches, whog God ſer up for 
the Monuments of his ladignation. | 
(2.) Suppoſe we ſhould allow that ina parti- 
cular Nation, ſome great and wiſe Man ſhould. 
think ft to reclaim a looſe and barbarous Peo- 
ple by the Principles of Religion ; how doth this 
prove Religion to be falſe, or whar dath ic fig- 
nifie to the univerſal conſent of Mankind ? Is it 
any Argument that there is no foundation in Na- 
ture fox Juſtice, Charity, and common Huma- 
nity, becauſe wiſe Men have been put to uſe va- 
riery of merhods to reduce Canibals to civili- 
ty ? And it would be as good arguing againſt 
all Morality from thence, as againſt Religion, 
becauſe it was judged by wile Men a necellary 
inſtrument to civilize Mankind. And as far as 
| can obſerve, Religion and. Civility have riſen 
and ſunk together. The Roman Orator made 
| a bold Challenge, asto the then known World, 
| to name any Nation ſo barbarous, that they. had no 
; Religion among them. And although the Romans 
knew but har tle of the habitable World in com- 
| pariſon of what is now known ; yet upon the 
: "7 whole. matter ,- the. new, diſcoveries. add force 
4A and 
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and 'ſtreagrh ro che Argument ; onely with an.” 
nexing this obſervation, That the more itripto* 
ved and: civilized 'any People have 'been; the 
more regard they have had to Religion; the 
more ignorant , ſottiſh, and barbarous rhey 
were, although rhey were not wholly withour 
Religion, yet it was in leſs eſteem and ho- 
nour among them : and this obſeryarion will 
hold, as to all the Nations fince diſcovered 
both in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies. But what 
a mighty number of Pcliticians muſt ſpring out 
of the Earth at once, to ſcatter the ſeeds of Reli- 
gion, in ſuch a manner, over all the face of the 
Earth ? Itis impoſſible that a ſew Men, though 
never ſo ſubtle , never ſo experienced , ſhould 
be able to captivate all Mankind in fo great a 
variety of Language, and diſtance of Countries. 
And ſuch an univerſal effeft muſt have ſome 
common and univerſal Cauſe ; which the in- 
vention of a few crafry Men could never be. 

(3-) Bur ſuppoſe this ro have happened in 
ſome one unlucky Age, whenthe Earth brought 
forth ſuch a-fruitful crop of Politicians ; yer how 
comes it to pals, ſince theſe have ſo long been 
laid in their Graves, the effe& of this Policy 
ſhould ſtill remain all che World over ? For, e- 
very Age is apt to condemn the Policy of the 


foregoing; and whether the Men of 'the oy 


— ET 


ſent Age ſtand upon the ſhoulders of the prece- 
dent or not, they are very apt to think they ſee 
farther than they ; how comes it then in ſo ma- 
ny Ages, . as have paſſed ſince theſe deep Polis 
ticians lived, that no other Perſons have been a- 
ble go lay open the artifice of Religion ſo, as to 
free Mankind from the pretended ilavery of it ? 
It cannot be (aid, that there were none to attempt 
it ; for that were ro own an abſolute conſent of 
all Mankind as to Religion. And we know 
there were ſome once at Athens, who fer up with 
a delign to overthrow Religion ; bur with fo 
very little ſucceſs, whatever the Roman Poer 
boaſts, that they were fain-to be very private 
intheir meetings: and the City was ſolittle mo- 


ved with their Diſcourſes, that S. Paul faith, the AR. 17. 22.) 


Men of Athens, were in all things too ſuperſtitious. It 
cannot be ſaid, that there were none ready ta joy 
m ſuch a deſign ; for all bad Men had rather there 
were no Religion ar all; and their number is 
never ſmall, and never unwilling to carry it on : 
How comes it then aſter all, that Religion ſtill 
prevailed, and the fears of a Deiry could not be 
ſhaken off , no not by the greateſt Politicians 
themſelves, who thought they underſtood all 
the arts of Government, as well as anythat had 
been before them ? Would nor ſome of the Ro- 
manEmperours,who bad none to controul them, 

- have. 
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have. been glad to have ealed chemlſelyes of the 
fears of an inviſible Power? But they found,aker 
all their ſtruggliags,it was a thing not to be done; 
God and Conlcience were {o much too hard for 
their loole reaſonings ſer up againſt them, thar 
where Men had ſhaken off the love of Religi- 
on, they could not ſhake off the fears that fol. 
low the contempt of it. But where Mankind 
have been impoled upon, when once the chear 
is diſcovered, all its force is for ever loſt : for 
Men do not love to be deceived, eſpecially in 
matters that ſo very nearly concern them ; ſo 
that if Religion had been a trick of fo long 
ſanding, afluredly it would have been hooted 
out of the World long ago; and nothing would 
have been fo ridiculous as to pretend to it. Bur 
thanks be to God, the credit of Religion is not 
yet worn out of the World ; which can be ow- 
ing to nething but to thoſe invincible Reaſons, 
on which it ſtands. For there hath wanted no- 
thing of wit or malice in profane Perſons, to 
undermine and blow up the reputation of it. 
Bur the foundations on which it is buile, are (s 
firm and ſtable, and have endured the violent 
ſhocks,and ſecret attempts of ſo many Ages, that 
as long as reaſon and civility hold up in che 
World, we ———_—— buc Religion will. 
It once I begin to lee Mankind caſt off all the 
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reinsof *Civil Government ; and'run wild -ahd, 
layage{-quitting' Ht the conveniences atid 'plez- © = 


lures of Honl&; 'atd-Lands,' and Cloths;'to live 
naked i-the Woods, and to feed on Roots and 
Acorns, becauſe they ſuſpet that all Civil Go- 
vernment, was a crafty deſign of ſome cunning 
Men to get above others ; I may then begin to 
think that ſuch ſuſpicions about Religion, may 
prevail upon Mankind to caſt oft the moſt rea- 
{onable obligations ro maintain the profeſſion 
and the practice of ir.” For alchough the Rea- 
ſons on which Religion is grounded, be inde- 
pendenton Civil Authority, ſuch as the train of 
Cauſes, the Motion, Order, Beauty, uſefulneſs of 
all che parts of the Univerſe ; which remain the 
ſame in all Ages, and under all Revolutions : 
yer the Principles of Religion do really give ſo 
much ſtrength and ſupport to Civil Goverament, 
that none who have a kindneſs to the one, can 
be Enemies to the other ; and they who ſuſpect 
Religion to be an Impoſture, will be as ready 
to ſulpeCt all Government to be no better: the 
confequence whereof will be nothing but Bar- 
bariſm and Contuſion. 

(2.) Buriit may be ſaid, that although the 
Principles of Religion in general, are reaſona- 
ble enough in themſelves ; and the things we 
obſerve in che World, «do naturally lead Men'to 
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own a Deity ; yet when chey refle&t -on the 
ſtrange folly and ſuperititious fear of ' Mankind, 
they are apt ſtill ro ſulpe&, that Men being puz- 
led and confounded , have frighted themlelves 
into the belief of laviſible Powers, and perform- 
ing Acts of Worſhip and Devotion to them, 
as appears by ſo many imaginary Deities among 
the Heathen ; and che fuperſticions which Rtill 
prevail on fo great a part of the World. Bur 
this way of reaſoning is juſt as if a Man ſhould 
argue that there is no luch thing as true Reaſon 
in Mankind, becaule imagination isa wild, ex- 
travagant, unreaſonable thing ; or that we ne- 
ver ſee any thing when we are awake, becauſe 
in our Dreams we fanhie we [ce things which we 
do not. We cannot deny the follies of Man- 
kind about Religion , eicher Ancient or Mo- 
dern : but when was it given to all the World 
to be wile ? It were extremely to be wiſhed, 
that nothing but pure and undefiled Religion 
ſhould obtain in the World ; or at leaſt, that 
the Chriſtian: World were purged from the fol- 
lies of Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition. Bur alas ! 
the more we conſider all the wilful errors, and 
involuntary miſtakes, vicious Inclinations, vi- 
olent Paſſions, fooliſh Opinions, ſtrange Preju- 
dices, faperficial Reaſonings, and obitinate 
Reſolutions which are incident to Mankind, we 

(hall 
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thall ſee-greater reaſon to wonder, that there is 
ſo much crue Religion in the World, chan that 
there is no more. Nothing bur the ſtrong im- 
God hath made of himſelf on the Souls 

of Men ; nothing but a Divine Hand could have 
kept ſuch a-flame alive, in the midſt of ſo many 
contrary Winds of Mens different Paſſtons and 
Intereſts, and ſuch a rough and trempeſtuous Sea, 
as the ſtate of this World hath generally been 
with reſpect to true Religion. Bur if chrough the 
mercy of God it fares berter among us, as to 
outward circumſtances (for which we ought to 
be very thankful) let not Religion bear the 
blame of all the follies and indilcretions of choſe 
who profeſs it. Iris a hard Caſe, if the come» 
mon weakneſſes of Humane Nature, and thoſe 
faults which Men commit through the want of 
Religion, ſhall be laid roche charge of ir. Bur 
nothing is more apt to incline Men of better 
und ings, to i] thoughts of Religion, than 
ro ſee it made uſe of,to ſerve bad purpoſes andde- 
ſhgns, tocover ambitious projets ; and to draw 
in People the more eafily into Faction and Re- 
bellion ; and while they look on this fide of the 
Picture, and fee there nothing bur the lamen- 
table ſpeRtacles of the miſchiefs which have been 
done in the World under the prerence of Religi- 
on, they are far from thinking thoſe nm 
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that invented it ; it being ſo eaſily turted' apon 
the Government, and being then ſo dangerous 
ro it. (Which is'a farther Argument to me, that 
ie could not be a contrivance of fach Men : for 
then there would have been no other Scheme of 
Religion owned in the World, but that of the 
Leviathan, which being ſo great 2 Novelty, ir 
is a certain ſign, that Religion was not framed 
meerly to ſerve the ends of Government.) But 
however , that only true and holy Religion 
which we profeſs, is ſo far from giving any en- 
couragement to ſeditious Praftices , that it is 
not poſſible to contrive a Religion, which we 
muſt adhere to whatever we ſer for it, that 
ſhould more effeftually recommend the Duties 
of Quietneſs, Patience, and ſubmiſſion ro Au- 
thority , than the genuine Religion of our 
Saviour doth. As long therefore as the 
Rules of our Religion are fo plain and eaſie, ſo 
reaſonable, ſo uletul and beneficial ro Mankind, 
we ought not to leſſen our eſteem of it , for 
the fake of any weak, or ſuperſtitious , or hy- 
pocritical pretenders to ir. 

Il. Having thus far ſhewed, that Mens diſ- 
eſteem of Religion comes from the want of 
onſideration, I now come to the laſt thing 1 de- 
gned, as the Application of the reſt, viz, Thac 
the more Men do conſider, the more they will 
eſteem. 
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though paying their duty to God, were fit on- 


.' beforethe KING. " 


35 


efteem Religion, and apply themſelves to the 
practice of it. 

And now methinks, I may with greater aſſu- 
rance addreſs my ſelf to all forts of Perſons, ſince 
all char I ſhall requeſt, will lie in two very rea- 
ſonable thingy, 

1. To conſider impartially whar is fit for them 
to do in Religſon. 

2. To practiſe ſo much of Religion, as 
upon ( onſideration will appear fitting to be 
done. 

(1.) To conſider impartially what is fir for 
them to do in Religion. I am not going about 
to perlwade you to leave your Eſtates and Im» 
ployments, and to retire your ſelves from the 
World, and to give up your ſelves wholly to 
Devotion. For I do not deny but that they 
who ſerve their Prince and their Country, and 
follow their lawful Imployments, wich an ho- 
neſt and conlcientious diligence, and neglect no 


neceſſary Duties of Religion, do carry on the 


great ends of Religion, as well as thoſe, whoſe 
time and occaſions will give them leave to 
devote themlelvcs more to Faſting and Pray- 
er. But let none think the matters of Reli- 
gion to belong co others, and that they have 
buſineſs of another nature to attend upon;, as 
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1. 13, &c. 


23. 12, 
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16. 17. 


ly for thoſe who had nothing elſe ro do. While 
7 was in the height of his Prolperiry, and was 
the greatest of all the men of the ' he tells kis 
Friends how much he was employed in doing 
a'l the good he could by works of Juſtice and 
Charity ; He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
and a {rhe to the poor : and the cauſe which he knew 
not, he ſearched out ; yet be eſteemed the words of Gods 
mouth, or the means whereby his Duty was 
made known to him, more than his neceſſary food ; 
he had his ſer times of offering ſacrifice and prayer 
toGod ; and upon extraordinary occaſions, he 
required his Children to prepare themlelves for 
the ſolemn Sacrifice by Faſting and Prayer ; 


. which is meant by ſenyin them. So that not 


only conſtant Offices of Religion, but more ſo- 
lemn Ads of Devotion at certain ſeaſons, are 
nor only agreeable to the antient practice of the 
Chriſtian Church, but to the molt antient Prin- 
ciples of natural Religion, as they were under- 
ſtood and practiſed in the time of Job; who 
was ſo great a Perſon in Gods eſteem, that him- 
ſelf, who knew him beſt, gave that CharaQer 
of him, That there was none like him upon earth ; 
and therefore we cannot follow a better Ex- 

ample. 
(2.) Let us then ſet our (elves to pradtiſe all 
the known Duties of our Religion, and the 
more 
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more we conſider theſe things , we ſhall be 


more reſolved to do it. | 


(1.) That God infinitely deſerves from us all 


the ſervice we can do him. 
(2.) That we cannot ſerve our ſelves beter, 


than by faithfully (ſerving him. 
(1.) That God inhniely deſerves from us all 


the ſervice we can do him. Can a man, faith Eli- Job 22. 2. 


phax, be profitable to God, as be that is wiſe may be pro- 
fitable to himſelf ? i. e. he cannot : bur yer if God 
expects and requires fuch ſervice from us, we 
have no reaſon to enquire farther ; for we are 
certain all we can do, falls infinitely ſhort of the 
obligations he hath laid upon us. For let us 
conſider, Was it not God who formed us in our 
Mothers Womb, and fo curiouſly framed and 
faſhioned all the parts of our Bodies * Was it 
not He, that breached into us the breath of Life, 
that firſt ſer the Wheel in motion by the courle 


of the Blood,and (erled the Ciſtern in the Heart to Eccl: 12. 6:. 


receive and dilperle it, and the Pitcher at the foun- 


tain, to take it at its return from the Veins ?: 


Was it not He, that fixed the golden Bowl inthe 
Head chat covers the Brain , and ſtretched our 
the filver Cord of the Nerves over the whole Bo- 
dy, for the admirable ule and ſervice of all che 
Parts 2 Was it not He, that endued us with thole 


noble Faculties of Underſtanding, Realoning, 
RefleQing, 
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Refleting, Remembring, Iiſcourſing with v- 
thers, and Governing” our ſelves # 'Was' ir'nort 
He, that made all-the Parts of theWorld about 
us ſo ſerviceable and beneficial to us ? Was it 
not He, that preſerved us from ſo many and grear 
Dangers which we have been expoſed to by open 
Violence, and ſecret Conlpiracies ; by Fire, and 
Sword, and Plague ; by ſtorms art Sea, and upon 
Land too ? Was it not He, that hath fo often 
ſcatter'd the Clouds, that threatned us, when the 
face of the Heavens gathered blackneſs, and all 
things ſeemed to tend to confulion ? ls it not 
He, who ſtill wonderfully continues our Peace 
and Plenty, amidſt all the ſad complaints, and 
miſerable condirion of our Neighbours ? yea, 
who continues our Laws, our Government, our 
Religion amidſt all the Fears and Conſfpiracies 
which have been among us ? And (hall we think 
much to ſerve ſo Wiſe, lo Merciful, fo Gracious a 
God? Is it not He, that hath exerciſed ſo much 
patience, and long-luffering, and goodneſs to- 
wards us in order to our Repentance ? Thar 
ſtill offers ro us the moſt unvaluable Bleſſings of 
the pardon of our Sins, and everlaſting Happi- 
neſs upon our ſincere Repentance ? Yea, is it 
not He, that hath given his own Son to dye for 
our Sins, and expoled him to the Reproach and 
Pain of an accurſed Death! upon (the Crofs, 
tons... that 
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that he might be a Sacrifice, of Atonement for 
us ?, And will not all theſe Motives prevail with. 


us to fear and ſerve him , + who hath deſerved 


ſo much more from us, than the ſervice of 
our whole Lives, in the moſt perfe&t Obedi» 
ence, would make a requital for ? Shall we 
then grudge him that proportion of ſincere 
Obedience , which he is not only willing to 
accept of, but hath promiſed to reward with 
a Crown of everlaſting Glory ? Which is the 
laſt thing to be conſidered. 

(2.) That in ſerving God faithfully, we do 
moſt effe&ually ſerve our (elves, and promote 


our own Intereſt. Men will praiſe thee, ſaith the pry, 49.18. 


P/almiſt , when thou doſt well to thy ſelf. Nor, 
when thou pampereſt thy Body, and thereby 
layeſt a foundation for Luſts and Diſeaſes ; 
not , when thou beapeſt up Riches , and knoweſt 
not who ſhall gather them ; not, when thou gi- 
veſt way to all the Vanities and Follies of a de- 
ceicful World : but when thou takeſt a juſt care 
of thy true and laſting Intereſt. For as Job 
ſaith, God looked on this as the proper Wil- 
dom of Mankind, Unto Man he ſaid, The / 
the Lord is wiſdom, and to depart from evil is uns 
derſtandng. And that is certainly our true 
Wiſdom, whereby, we ſecure our beſt Friend 
in all conditions, we diſappoint our greateſt 
F Enemues, 


ear of Job 23. 28. 
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Enemies, we lay the ſureſt foundation for 
Peace and Tratiquillity in our Minds -while 
we live, and a Bleſſed Eternity when we dye. 
To which God of his Infinite Mercy bring 


us. 


